[bookmark: _GoBack]GR492 “Research Proposal” 2021 Final Exam

For your senior thesis, you will be using secondary data from the 2016 wave of the Health and Retirement Study. However, for your final exam, you will write a proposal for collecting primary data to address your research topic (or some closely related aspect). You could propose a quantitative, qualitative or mixed method observational study or an experimental study. This proposal will allow you to apply most or all of the course concepts we covered this semester. There is no overall page limit, but you must adequately address each bullet point (if applicable) using clear concise language.




Template for Primary Research Study Proposal

Specific Aims (2-3 specific aims)
1. Aim 1:
2. Aim 2:
3. Aim 3:

Background & Significance (2-3 paragraphs with in-text citations)

Study Design
· Choose a study design based on the research question(s) you intend to address (e.g. quantitative, qualitative or mixed method observational study or an experimental study)
· Experimental or observational?
· Cross-sectional or longitudinal?
· Quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods?

Participants
· How many participants will you need? What is your rationale for the number you chose? 
· Do you have specific inclusion/exclusion criteria (e.g. age, gender, health, language, etc criteria)?
· Will you use any inducements to participants such as gifts, money, etc?
· Observational studies: how will participants be sampled? Select a probability or non-probability sampling method (e.g. simple random, multistage/cluster, snowball, convenience, etc) and discuss the implications for representativeness and generalizability
· Experimental study: how will participants be recruited? 

Measures
· How will you collect data? (e.g. survey, in-depth interview, focus group, participant observation, lab or clinic visit, etc)
· What measures will you include (could be quantitative, qualitative or both)?
· Are these measures valid and reliable?
· Please include or attach a list of questions and/or form for data to be entered by interviewer/clinician with the level of measurement for each measure.
· If your study is experimental, what intervention/treatment is being manipulated? Describe the control and experimental groups. Will there be a pre-test in addition to a least one post-test?

Time & Financial Considerations
· How long would your proposed study take? Please provide a general timeline for the study.
· Does your study involve any costs? Please describe any anticipated costs.

Ethical Considerations
· Will information be collected such as names, addresses, Social Security numbers or any other identifying information? If so, how will you protect the identity of your participants?
· Risk: Is there greater than minimal risk of physical, mental, or any other discomfort to your participants? What are the risks and what steps will you take to minimize those risks? Justify the risks by describing specific benefits that may result from this research, at both the participant and societal levels.
DO NOT SIMPLY STATE THAT NO RISKS EXIST. 
(The researcher is responsible for carefully considering how participants might react, even to surveys, and the researcher must adequately address both real and anticipated risks and potential reactions.)

References (APA format)
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